
FIVE LIVES LOST.
A Whole Family Perish by the

Cannon Street Calamity.
FUTILE STRUGGLES FOIL EXISTENCE

A Polish Jew Charged with Setting the

Building on Fire.

HEROISM OF TIIE FIREMEN.

It has bean a marvel that, considering the careless
habits of 111any of the inmates of the tall tenement
houses that line the streets in the lower wards
on the east side, some extensive and frightful
conflagration, involving the loss of many lives, has
not occurred for many years. The Are that occurred
yesterday morning at No. 80 Oannon street, and rosalted.inthe loss of Ave lives, shows to what fearful
perils the residents of tenement houses are subjected.Whether this Are was accidental or incen

diary is not clearly determined, though the weight
of popular suspicion ia in the direction that it was
pause>1 by the motive of one tenant in tho house
seeking the insurance money he had on his furniture.If it should bo proved that this man

really meditated and carried out such a

fiendish scheino as that of setting the house

, on fire in which two other families lived
for the sake of securing tho insurance money no

punishment would appear adequate for his crime

Judging by the relics of tho horned furniture ou the
second floor, where Solomon Cobn lived, ho seemed
to have endured a loss of hardly more than
$30. though the insurance on bis chattels
rated at $800. The burned effects amounted in
value to nothing and in their very beet
atate would have brought no more than what
la stated abbve, ho that thereby possibly hangs a

tale. The subjoined diagram explains the form of
the floor where the ill-fated family lived. It will be
seen that the whole floor consisted of threo rooms,
the front one being s kitchen and the resr one s bedroomand sitting room, end the one commonly
known ss a hall bedroom.

DIAOKAJf Off THE FZ.OOB.
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A.Bad, In wbieh Mr*. Botuki, Bar two children and her
Bother warn found suffocated. This room wae ttxH feet.
Through the window of tlto roam Joseph Botcskl juaipod
to tha (treat and wae killed.
C.Furniture and clothing piled np.
D.Door, through which the Uainee entered from the

alslieay.
tha stoat <nr lai caumrrY.

The whole story of the fixe Is here presented. It
was about twoHty-ftve minutes past two A. M. that
the lndieatious of &re were discovered at the
four story brick tenement No. 80 Cannon street by
John King, an upholsterer, wbo has a store on the
(round floor of No. tfti, sad wbo lives in tho southern
end of the house on the third floor. lie
wis swakened by a smell of smoke and
the sound of arackllng flames. Oathering hastily
his two children under his arms and awakening
his wife he rushed down stairs, beating on tho door
Of the floor below to rouse up the family, thereby
earing the livos of Mrs. Wood and her two children.
The lire alarm that was at once sounded brought
Engine No. 11, Truck No. 11 and the insurant*)
patrol quickly to the spot, and the flames were soon

under control. About the time the engines arrived
John ilodzky, who lived on the top floor, appeared
at a window In his night dress and screamed loudly
for help. ILo held up his little baby sight months
old in his arms, snd declared that the stairway was

Impossible to pass becauso of the smoke. Frantic
with foar ho put down the child and jumped from
the window forty feet above to the hard fiagway beneath,and fell with a loud thud directly on his
bead, within a few inches of the curbstone. He was

taken up unconscious, and boforo medical aid
arrived he was dead.
The fire aroused the inmatos of all tho neighboringtenement houses, not so much on account of the

exhibition of bright and startling flames, as these
were smothered in the excesslvo emission of smoko
but rather by the rocket caused by the flremon aud
the imprisoned Inmates of the tenement. The firemenbehaved nobly. They ascended to the roof of
the houso and tried to force an. entry through It, bat
the smoke poured out In such olumes.from the holes
Ihcy eat with their axes that they wore driven back.
Hrs. Wood's children, who lived on the Uivlngton
street aide of the hall on the second floor, were

laved by Fireman McLean, who, though blinded by
imoka, (lashed tn and at the imminent risk of bis
Hfe brought them safely out. The performances of
the flxeiuun were of the most heroic kind. Ftremaa
Patrick J. Lynch deserves especial recognition. He
limbed tbo lire escape at tho rear of the building
and through blinding smoke and llama made his
way into tho front parlor of the floor whsre the
BoUaki family were crouching in ab)eot fear.
Three times he ventured through the stifling
moke to reactM the llotxakl rurally. At tit* second

attempt he got liold of lira. Uotzuki. but she. frantic
with (ear. reatated hia effort* to aava her and he Imperilledbla own safety.

a manna rrnLaoi.a.
Let ma go," cried the dotuenled woman, aa

Lynch waa forcing her out of the window. "Uut you
moat go," aaid Lyneh, "If it coat* me my life."
The woman aprang from hia elate ho* and runhod
Into the front room to her fate. Lyneh waa

now almost wuOooatod and bo had barely
atrength to ellmb through tlie window to the
fire eacape In the rear, lie had no eooncr reached It
than a portion of tlie flooring gave way. Hecoverlng
himaelf, he struggled for the ladder lmdde to roach
the roof, but he faintod and foil hack In tbn attempt,
lleforo he waa perceived by hia companiona he had
recovered ami waa making another effort to regain
the roof, which, fortunately, pruvod aucoeantuL
Just aa he whn mounting ibn roof lio waa
gra*peil in the arras of hia companiona, auil hia !lr»t
worda ware, "Have that woman, hoy*." lint It waa
toe late. Kiroman Tonlioy grasped him In Ida arniH
and found that in addition to a aprained wrist Lynch
waa aeveroly burned about tlie face and waa ao
weak that ho waa unable to regain bla foot.
Annuitant foreman Horn, of No. 11 Knglno
Company, reran to tho roecue and poorLynch waa ronvoyod to liellevne hospital. On the
wey he learned that the woman ho had ao nobly ondaavoredto savo bad Jumped Irotn the window, and
waa 011 her way to keep Ulra company an a patient in
the hospital. "Then," aalil ho, "1 am aatiaflod if
tho la not dangerously hurt. 1 was afraid she
would rush back into the lire."

AM Awrui. PIOTTM.
Some forty minutes after the arrival of the enginesthe llemoe were fullv under control, and the

Oreman autared and removed the dead bodies found

i

NEW YORK
in the ruins. On the upper tloor in a little room in
front the bo«ly of Urn. iiofe&nkl wan* louud crouched
over tbu dead bodies of liar childroil, on

though the last effort of the expiring wo-
man had been dictated by maternal love. A
IIkkali) reporter visited the scene of ruin
and desolation. and, with the assistance of Chief
Kngiucer Uates, of the Kire Department, he was
enabled to trace out the origin aud progress of the
lire. In the first place, it was assumed that the fire
originated on tho second floor at thu roar, and thou
spread through an open uoorway up tho staircaae,
but, owing to the doora of the third flat being
closed, thu flames made no impression upon that
particular part of the house and ascended to the
fourth floor, burning awav the woodwork of the atair-
case as they ascended. When the llauies reached the
top etory, with an animating draught of air from below,they burst tb rough the window at the head ot tho
lobby and eddied around till they uluiopt completely
burned down the doors in the hallway opening on tho
top flat. The ltot/.ski family were terrified almost to
death. They evidently rushed out from the bedroomsin front aud unbolted the door in the dining
room opening oil the hallway, in tho hope of escapingby the rear, lnstuiitly a flame of fire rusbed in,
before wbicli they retired to thu front room, closing
the interveiling ooor oentnu them as quickly as they
could and iu evident terror of their lives.
The Are licked up the whole woodwork of tho

back room, and then assailed the door that divided
their last place of safety from the scene of Are and
death. They were unfortunately without tho presenceof inlud to let dowu the windows in the front
room or break out the glass so as to let
the stifling smoke escape. As the smothering
vapor increased Mrs. liotzskl and her four children
retired to the little room, six by eight foot, uff
the front room where their domestic life had been
chiefly spent, and there they awaited their inevitable
doom. They were smothered in a heap together,
and several wretched piocos of cashmere and silk
flnery that hung on a hook above the hodatcad wore
burned to a crisp.
On the floor below them the body of a widow,

Mrs. Mary Gonoutl, aged seventy, was found. She
had tried to make her way through the smoke of the
stairway, but had fallen helpless and died almost on
the threshold of a fire escape.
The bodies were taken to the Kleventh precinct

station house and subsequently to the Morgue.
Till'. KIIXEh AN1> INjritKl).

JOSEPH BOTZSKI, aged tifty-tour.
MAKIA BOTZSKI, his wife, aged tnirty-four.
CHARLES BOTZ8KI. his son, aged seven.
FliANK BOTZ.SKI, his youngest son, aged three.
MAKY GONOUD, a widow, aged seventy, on tho

third flour.
The lollowing are the Injured:.
PATRICK J. LYNCH, fireman engine No. 11, now

ad the hospital.
M ABY BUliBESClLKL, severely burned.

a mouu: Ukconn.
Lynch is about twenty-eight years of ago and has

been in the department for a year. He served on
board tho fireboat William Havcineyer for four
months. Hu was first at tho firo us one of the membersof Engine Company No. 11, and soelng a woman
holding a child thro.) stories abovo the sidewalk at a
window, called to her to let it drop, and hu caught
it in his manly arniH uud saved its lifo.
The building belongs to Mr. William Bussing, of

ll»th street and Fifth aveuuc, and is said to be inuiirfid.The Ai/Gnt far tl»n of th« vmtf-.a
in Theodore M. Roche, of No. 215 West Fourth
street.
Joseph Botzskl, Jr., who gouerally sleeps in the

house, escaped death by being out serving milk for
bis employer. He is not a bright boy and could
tell nothing about the fire or the history of his parents.

ah AFFEorrsQ lsciDKirr.
The little boy, Joseph iterblsche, after his rescue

from death, was token and tenderly cared, for by
Assistant Engineer McVeagh, who brought him to
his residence. No. 157 East Houston struct. Tiro poor
little fellow did not realize that his mother bad boeu
taken away from him, and the touch of nature exhibitedby the members of the Firo Departmentin their attentions to the desolate
child attracted the admiration of tho crowd
that assembled in front of tho donerted
ruins. "Iam prouder thsuever of my man to-day,**
said Chief Engineer Baxter, of the Eire Department,
"when I consider not only the active sorvice they
have performed in their particular line of duty, but
the salf-sacriflee they are ready to make on every occasionwhere duty calls them." The Chief Engineer,
in conversation with a Hkiiald reporter regarding
the lire escape which had proved so frail, said,
"These are no more than traps. It is a wonder that
man who ventured on it was not killed."

suspicion or incknmabikm.
Previous to the arrival of Eire Marshal Sheldon.

Police Captain Cherry, of the Eleventh precinct,
issued orders for the arrest of Solomon Cohn. and at
half past eight o'clock Cohn was under arrest. On
examination the Marshal beard the subjoined story
on affidavit from Cohn. his wife and one Goldbore.
which inclined him to think that the man was
innocent of a design to bnrn tip the premises in
which he lived for the sake of ueouring theinsurance
money.

APrroavra op thjc acccsxd.
dtyamd County of Mac Vorlr, u..Solomon Colin, of No.

80 Cannon street, deposed that ho was a tailor by trado.
was bora In Russo-Poland. learned his trails thcro and has
lived in New York ten yours. Lived as Cannon street since
May last; before that lived at No. 150 Ludlow street.
Uved at No. 1ft! Moti street fur nearly live year*;
lived also No. 1311 Cherry street. No. 40 Madison,
No. 22 bast Broadway and No. 132 Leonard street.
Nevor had a lire In hi* place before this one.
Tliere was a lire once In the rooms at 198 Cherry street, hut
ho put It out. "I have beeu insured fur ulne years for$8UJL
lliwo been Insured in the Bowory and the 1'eclflc (policy
expires Angusto, 1880). Simon Goldberg and I are )>artners.
Our shop Is ut Goldberg's house. No. 20fi Broome street. Wo
employ one girl. Make overcoats altogether. Had our shop
at Goldberg's house all snmuior; before that worked at my
own house. 1 gut* work in iny bouse Iwcanse the other tonantswould not let rao work at uiglit time: they complained
of me. 1 kept my insurance papers with Mr. Aubert, 1 do
not know hi* business. Have known him over since I lisud
in Now York. Ho has kept my iusurance papers since the
first year I was here. I got the policy from him this morning.I kupt the policy by him because the children tore It.
I cannot toll whether I hail $XS> worth of property
in my room nl the tlmo of the Uro or not. 1
was working all night last night. I sometimes work
till twelve or one o'clock Thursday night, and sometimes
all night: have to return to work on Vridays; left luy
house yesterday! morning at seven o'clock: base aet been
there since; went around there this morning; saw many
puoplo there and wue afraid to go iu heard that some
people were burned to death; I wsa afraid that the peeplo
would do something to me. I romatned in the
shop In Uoldborg's house from soveu o'clock
yesterday morning nntil uy wife came and
told mo of the fire tliis morning. Sly wife brought mo my
dinner yesterday at two o'clock. Who brought it in a
covorcif basket. She brought iny supper in the same
basket at Imlf-paet seven. Our work girl left at seven
owlnc*. anu in v witc eaiao alter mat. sy wite nan »
our children wnb bur when she cauto with my supper. The
olrfuat i» eight year* old and the yoiingaat about eight
month*. My wife etayed about halt an hour. She
aaid ehe was going to my brotbor'a, at No. 5
Heater atreot. My brother In-law, Marx HalTeky.von in tho Mtmo house. My wife aaid
abe would come back about teuor elovcn o'clock, and I
ahoiild go home with her. I told her I could not go homo,
I bad to work all nlgbt. Old Dot eoo tuy wifo again till
thl* morning. Sbo came to (inlduorg'e about half-pant
aovon, and bad all the children with ber. She told me that
when alio got to my brother'a bin brother-in-law ltatfaky
waa very lick; that abe wuat with one of the family for
a doctor, and then It waa latoand tint children wore aleoping,and aho (tared all night. Sho went home thin morningand found thorn had heon Hro In the place. Wo bitd a
knruaenc lamp in the Iront room on n bracket funtenod to
tbo caaiug of tbo door, between tbo front ami back room,
on the loft baud aide of thu door going into tlio back room.
My wlfo aaid abo loft that lighted, but thero waa
not much oil lu It: alwaya kept ntir front room
door fattened and went In aud out by the back dour: bad
a spring lack on It aud a door lock: 1 h«ro no koy to tlio
dour. There are two key« to tlio spring lock; my wifo has
them ami alm> tbo key to the door |ock. Tbo bed »«» la
the back room, ou the aide uext tbo hallway: used keroacnooil for the lampa; my wife alwaya bought It; aha
buys a quart at a time."

SOLOMON COHN (written in Hebrew).
Subecrihod and awora to before me November 14, 187U.

Qkoiick H. Suklpon, Urn Marshal.
City und ruuotg or' A'w fork, n.:.Lena Cobn. of No,

SO Canueu street, being mm, stated :.1 am tho wife of
Solomon Celin anu I live at No. SO Cannon atreot, up one
flight of stairs. My huaband la a tailor and worka new at
Ooidborg's bonne. lie naed to work at heme, but thu peoplolu the house would nut lot biui work. They complainedof the noiaeof themachtao. My buabaml sometimeswork* all uiglit. lie left lunno ycaterday
morning before aeveu o'clock. I did not know
el the time that he waa going to work
all night; I look hla dinner to-him about two o'clock: I
took it iu a covered basket; 1 took two or three liuudlee
of wurk to liim at tho eaine time; then I went homo aud
cooked aupper after five o'clock, and then I took my huebandhie supper In tho same baakut; 1 took the eliilnren
with me to carry two bundles of work to my huaband; I
waa going from there to aee ray alator at
No. 6 lleiiter street; I wanted the children lo
aLay home hat they would not, to f took
tliom along ; I went to my aleter'a and stuysd there awhilo
and lliau aaid 1 thought 1 would go home; my brother-inlawlooked out of the window aud aaid It rained and that
1 lind better slay; after awhile Mra. Italtaky eamu iu and
naid her huaband waa very aiek anil she wanted annie one
to fit for t doeUtr1 «<m t with hnr knil loft n»v lirnthor-in.
law with Mr. ltaifaky; wrfwont (or tjrv doctor In Allwn
at real, whoM naiDO I do uot know: 1 iltynl with Mr*.
Kalfsky all night; thla morning I waul boui<| <utrly,
about iiaK'iiaat nro or tlx o'clock; I loft two of tbo childrenand took the oldoat odo iuuI the baby with mo; I
toned tbora bail boon flro lu the place, and 1 waa but at:lowed to go lu; an oBlcer aaked uie where «uy hnebaud
waa; I tuld lilrn, and bo replied that I meat go lor him,
and I went; I know the people that live J on the top
floor; t did not know oirttl thla morning that any
body waa buroed up; I left a kcruaono lamp
burning In my room when I went away; I
filled tlia lamp yostaidny. It waa In a bracket on the *ldo
of the dour between tbo two room*. I alwara leave that
bnrnlui{ whan I am out In the eveulnii. I turned lite lit lit
down a little. I did not net thn place on lire. I do not
know of nnything that would make tbo flro union* It wan
the lamp. 1 alwava left It bnrulug and uethinp evor
happened. My huaband waa luaurad, 1 think, for
»<*«>. Our property waa worth mora than that amount.
I loft the dour key In the bouea wbnn I want away and
fastened the drier with the spring lock. 1 have only two
key* to that look they were both In my poaao»«lon. I
ale ay* go In and out by the back door: tbo bod wa* In iho
backroom. 1 lievo had tho key* ill my uo«*o*alnn evey
siuce 1 loft home tocairy my huaband his nupper laat
night. her

LENA X COU.V
mark.

Knbarrihod and aworn to Noynmbnr 14. 1trill, lu prosoucaof Uruuun II. Stixi.DOM. Pita Maridial
TftK IKCJIIIRY bADT MIOIIT.

A further luvostlgntioii into the charges against
Solomon Cohn wan inutlo but evening at firemen'a
Hail tiy tho Kiro Marshal. Tbo witucaaea auinnionotlworo Mr*, Hester Goldberg, of Mo. 200
Liroome atrout; Mr*, ltona Colin, of No. 5
lientor street, and lior huaband Joneph Cohn;
Marks Ihtflaky, of No. 6 Itestur struct, aud hia wife,
anil Officer William H. Haul, of the Klovunth proclnotpolice. All wero pruaout except Mm. Kaifaky,
who sent word that aho wan 111. It la expected that
tho affidavits tbore aworn to will be of grcat Importancelater lu thn investigation.
Mrs. Hunter Goldberg, of No. 206 liroome atroot,

waa the first witness called, aud depoaed as follows:.lamtho wife of Nloiou Goldberg; I know
Solomon Cobu and hia wifo Lena; rtolouton Cohn
in a couatn of lnitw; I waa at homo all day yesterday
and laat night; Solomon Cohn waa at our house
working all day yuaterday; he came about aevon
o'clock in tbeovcnlng; I wont to lied nboiit flvo
o'clock; I woke up auyural Umoa aud heard htm
working.
Officer WiUiaut 11. Saul, of the Elavanth precinct,

HERALD. SATURDAY, NO
the first policeman on the scene of the catastrophe,
was the last witness. Ilia testimony is ax follows:.
I wax uu duty fruru twelve to mix this morula#;
Cannon street, from Houston to liiviugton, was part
of toy post; I had beeu to the statiou bouse with a

prisoner; came back through tttauton street; stopped
ou tbo corner of Cannon, and wblle tbore beard a

cry of "Fire!" could not tell in which directionIt came froui; looked up und down
Cannon street, but could bee no smoke; it was
very dark and raining; 1 went through Stantonto Lewis street; saw nothing there;
heard cry of "Fire!" agaiu and went back to
Cannon street; heard some load talking; went
toward No. 80 Cannon street; saw people standing
there and saw smoke coming from top windows;
when I got nearly to tlie top of first fiight had to
back out, the heat and smoke were too much
for me; I could see the fire burning on the
floor above in the hallway; I went out
of the house, and as 1 stepped into the
sidewalk a man dropped beside me; he struck ou
his back and hoad; I examined the man and fouud
some life in him; I dragged him to one aide, aud as
I did so, I heard a thud and some one said, "There
come* a woman;" I found her lyiug ou the
sidewalk, and told some of tho citizens
to take her to the corner; I started for the station
uuiiau iu rtijwrv tuu get out uio cuser»4;o; i

several alarm rain when I discovered the location of
the lire; there were several Thirteenth precinct
officers there when 1 started for the station house.

DEVOURING FLAMES.

DISASTROU3 FIRE AT NO. 47 LAFAYETTE PLACE,
CAUSED BY A KEROSENE LAMP.A WOMAN
FATALLY INJURED BY JUMPING FROM A

WINDOW.PANIC STRICKEN EMPLOYEES.DOSS

OVER ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS.
A lire broke ont, about live o'clock last evening,

in a rear building situated in the heart of the block
bounded by Broadway, Great Jones street, Lafayette
place and Astor place. Entranco to tbe building is
liod from tbe office of the Churchman, No. 47 Lafayette
place. It originated in the rooms of the Celluloid Shoe
Protecting Company. The buildings surrounding
that in which the Are occurred are costly and contain
much valuablo property, and the gravest foars were

for a time entertained as to the proportions which
the affair might reach. A second and third alarm
wero simultaneously sent out to the Tiro Department,and the efforts of the large force which respondedBpeodily reduced the flames to subjection.
TUo numerous inmates of tho building were for a
short time in a most perilous position, and two or

tliroo of them escaped with tho greatest difficulty.
One type setter in tho Churchman composing room

was obliged to make lieroscapo by sliding down a lilt,
badly lacerating her hands. Tho most serious
casualty was tho jumping of Mrs. Augusta Shatter
from a third floor window, by which she sustained
injuries, from which, it is feared, she mast die. The
loss by tho Are will be very heavy.
The first alarm of Are was given at sixteen minutes

past uvo o ciuca. iu jusa uuu uvo nuuuuia Lne

Hames shot through the roof, and a second and
third alarm were at once sent out simultaneously,
summoning to th'e scene additional fire apparatus.Situated, as tho building was, in the
centre of costly structures containing valuable
stocks and near the New York Circus great fears
were entertained for a time as to the results of the
fire. A largo number of streams were quickly directedupon the building from the Broadway side,
while othurs were introduced through the third
story windows of A. T. Stewart's branch store on
Broadway, as well as those of No. 47 Lafayette place
and by six o'clock the fire was under conipletocoutrul,having been confined almost exclusively to the
structure iu which it originated. Tho escape of tho
inmates of the buildiug was alnfost miraculous.
Br. Mitchell and his clerks, on the ground floor,
narrowly escaped with their lives. Tho hands
employed ip the composing and editorial rooms
o( tho Churchman wcro for a moment paralyzed
with fear, overy one seeking escape by stairs and
corridors. Fifteen compositors in this way got out
safely and uninjured. Miss Fogarty, a type setter,
finding all means of egress cut off, had sufficient
presence of mind to seek safety by the hoist. Seizing
the rope she slid down to the basemcut, sustaining uo
other injury than a severe laceration of hor hands.
She was rescued by the firemen, who had ontered by
an alleyway on the Broadway side. Mrs.
Clarke, a proof reader, on the upper
flour, and il man whoso name could not
be learned, being cut off, appeared at
tho windows noxt to Stewart's, intending
to throw themselves into the open aruaway dividing
it from the burnlug building. But tbeir perilous
positiou was discovered by Edward Roach and WilltarnMurphy, tailors employed ou Stewart's third
floor, who pulled them in. The pressmen and other
employes of tho lower floor and basement escaped
by the alleyway to Broadway. The janitor's quarterswere in the wing of the building on the upper
floor. Mrs. Augusta Schafter, the jauitroas, was cut
off by tbe flames, and, chooaing death by jumping
rather than by burning, she threw herself into the
court below. A compositor had before heard
her frsntio appeals fur holp, but was powerless
to aid her. About fifteen minutes after tho fire
broke out Roundsman Clarke, of the Fifteenth precinctpolice, while in the alleyway of No. 730 Broadway,heard groans, and on searching found Mrs.
Schafter lying on the pavement of tho court
with a broken back and sufiering from other supposedfatal injuries. Tbe police report that she was
a meet pitiable sight. Br. Schopps soon after arrivedwith an ambulance and couvcyed her to St.
Vincout'a Hospital.

TBS KXUrrXMUST IN THE NEIUILDOIUIOOD.
The presence of such a large force of poltco and

firemen drew to the scene a vast crowd, who blockadedBroadway from Wavcrley place to Eighth street
and Lafayette place for the entire block. Captain
i»jiucsi w lut- c uwcutu piwiui.1 niui uia vwu vuuj*

inninl and reserves (rum other precincts, with difficultykopt the crowd back. Iu the marble colonaded
row of houses on Lafayette place, immediately south
of the Ckurekman oilice. there was quite a panic on
the part of some of the inmates. This was notably
so with those iu tbo Oriental, a boarding houso at
Nos. 43 and 45, kept by the Misses Underbill, in.
which there are about fifty guests.

THE HCKNX IN A CiBCUS STAItLE.
The bright light from the fire, the crackling flames,

pulling of the eugines and rolling volumes of
smoke excited the greatest alarm in the New
York Circua, the rear of which, containing the
stables, waa in almost immediate proximity to
the rapidly extending firs. Mr. Daniel U. Hopkins,the press agent, gave tbo alarm, and callingall the employes who were then in the building
proceeded to the stable to get out the animals. In
this they had considerable difficulty, except in the
case of one horse belonging to Mr. Htlekuey.That one aided the two men who were
dragging out the Shetland ponies by seizing hold
of some of thutn by the manes, and pushing them
to the door. Dot in addition to his war on the ponies,the harao which kept up a continuous neighing,as If talking to his fellows, seised two of tho
larger horses successively by their throats and
drugged thorn out, only remaining on the outside
when the last of the brute creation was alee in
safety.
Tho flames breaking out so suddenly tho 350 work

girls in the lofts of tho Ktewart building hastily preparedfor flight. The presence of mind of a foreman
checked them for a moment, but the sudden
entrance of those who oscsped across tho
alley into their midst by the window, followed
by the appeeraneo of fire and smoke drove them
panic stricken toward the stairs. There a few of tho
cool-headed ones chocked them again, and
thongh it was dono hastily and with no semblauco
of order, the throng made their way to the street
wiiuoui anyone oeiug nurt, au>i ail were quickly
lost in th« throng. In tlio bookbinding establish-
inent at tho corner of Astor place and Lafayetto
place an alinoat Htmilar scene occurred. nono of tlio
enipkiyia standing upon the order of tbelr going an
they hurried to tbo street for safety.

-raw DAMAOK.
Messrs. Mallory k Co.. owners of thnlChttrehwija,

lose rnoro than ttieir largo stock, material anil build*
lng. (which includes two new ten-cylinder presses)
allied at $43,000. for in tbe torm ami ready for tho

press wore the current editions uf their publics-*
tloua. tho .IpirU of .Vunoas, Young Chrutian SoUtu r,
and Samtanan. The manuscript ia also lost, so that
Hi that reeiiect tho loss is irreparable. Muasra. Malloryft Co. have a full line of insurance, thouuh tiiuy
could not name tho companies laat night.
Albert Kuttlcr, raanutacturor of eloctro medical

rpparstue in tho rear building, sustained a total loss
of $.rj,uoO; only partially Insured.
Tho Celluloid Shoe Protector Company in the r<*r

ediflce estimate their lose at 93,000; insured for
91.300.
Charles llooth, glass atatner, on the Ami floor,

9'J.OUO: Charles U. iicyliuan, metal spinner, 91.000;
William li. Day. decorator, 91.000.
Tbo Misses Underbill, at No. 49 and 43 Lafa^btto

place, through Are and water, sustained a lose of
9J.3UO: fully insured. The building, owned by tho
Asior family, cau be repaired for 9300.
Tho new building Nos. 40-33 Lafayette placo, occupiedby A. T. Stewart ft Co. na a branch store, Is

damaged to tho extent of 9'i,000 aud tho stock from
94o,ot4 to 96U.OUU.
John Cattuach, No. 70S Broadway, trunk manufactory; Harry J. llart, upholstery. No. 73H ltroadway;

Itobcrt Weinberg, drapery trimmlnga, No. 740 llroadway,were all damaged by water. The amount of
loss is unknown.

Till'. UAHlUe or T1TK UDIASTKn.
It soems that John Koely, an oiuployo of tho

Celulokd Company, at that hour entered their
roome. and, throwing off Jii« coat, uocldnutallyupset a laniji. Near by, on a tabic,
was some Canton flannel, usod In thn
business. 'I'hls was Ignited, and In a moment tho
flames communicated with a closet adjoining, in
which was stored a large quantity of highly tnflara-
niahle material used in tho inaunfaoture of the ar-
tKilos aokl by tho rntnjiany.

l'HK ItnilMKl) mm.niiKiH.
The building in which tlio tire broko out te In tho

form of an I., the aides of which point in a northerly
and westerly direction respectively. The only accessto It is through tho house No. 47 Lafayette place,
from which It is separated by a wide courtyard. The
building measures about 100 ieet in one direction by
30 iu the other. It was a three story and basement
structure aud was m-eoted two years and atx months
ago by M. II. MaUory ft Co.. publishers of the
Churchman. This Urm has Its publication
oflioa lit the front building, No. 41 Lalav
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otto place, anil occupied portion of the
rear one (or composing rooms. Ou the nortii
Is tbo Ur|>(i branch building used an a workshop 4^
tbe store of A. T. Htowart & Co., a largo Ave story
building, with iron front. Oil tbe went in a large
Broadway store anil on the south tbe Oriental llutcl
of the Misses Underbill, a (our story briek
structure; while on tbe eouxbweat the rear of the
New York Circus abutted.

THE ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND.
KAILWAY AREANOTEAt EKTS M\I>B.PBOGRAMMli
OF EXERCISES Will NO THE MEETING.THE
UNVEILING OF GUNKB/. I. THOMAS' STATUE.

Wakhinoton, Nov. 14. ll>79.
Tbe Committee of Arrangement* for tbe forthcomingreunion of the Society ot tbe Army of the

Cumberland in tlaia city have completed arrangements
With all the trunk lines for half-fare rates. Organizedbodies or parties desiring to attend and residingwest of the trunk lines' termini should
mako early application to tbuir railroad agents
for transportation, and in case of diihculty
should advise Colonel L>. I*. Wright, cliairmau of the
Transportation Committee. All such parties are

also roil nested to notify General T. X. Crittenden of
thuir intention to participate in the reunion, in
order that they m#y bo assigned places.

TJUS k'ttOUnAMMK.
Tho Executive Committee of the society bold a

mooting to-uiglit. and adopted the following programmo Cor November 19:.
Firtt.A salute of thirtoou guns at sunrise by

Major Hanueuiau's battery. District of Columbia
volunteers.
Second.The Society of the Army of the Cumberlandand members ot kindred societies will meet at

tbe Arlington Hotel at ten o'clock in the morning,
from wtuch point they will march to the "Tent" for
organisation and business. The mooting will be
culled to order promptly at a quarter to eloveu
o'clock by General James A. Garlield, chairman or
the Executive Committee.
Third.Organizations, societies and invited guests

intending to participate in the parade will be formed
by tbe Grand Marshal.
Fourth.At one P. M. the column will move in the

order prescribed, which order, us well as the line of
march, will be announced through the press.

UKNKKAL THOMAS' STATUS.
Upon the arrival of tho procession at tlie Fourteenthstreet circle, where tliu statue stands, the

following ceremonies will take place:.
1. Prayer.
2. Music."Hail to the Chief."
2. Music."Star Spangled bonnor." by the chorus,

with the marine band and drum corps'and artillery
accompaniment by battery A, Second United States
artillery, under direction of L. E. Gannon.

i. Unveiling of tho statuo; salute of thirteen guns
at Fort Whipple and by Hnnueiuau's battery.

5. Grand hyiunus; words by Herbert A. Preston,
music by J. Max Mueller; chorus of 100 male voices,
supportod by tho full marine band drum corps aud
artillery, under the direction of Professor Mueller.

6. Oration by Stanley Matthows and tho presentationof tho statue as an offering from the Army of
thu Cumberland to the nation.

7. Acceptance by the Provident in behalf of the
people of the United State*.

8. Organizations will then be reformed by the
Grand Marshal, and will march to the Kxeoutive
mansion, whero tho Society of the Army of the
Cumberland and the column will be reviewed by the
President, after which the column will be dismissed.

EXERCISES IN THE EVENING.
In tho evening the society will reassemble in tho

tent at half-past seven, together with invited guests
and citizens of tho District of Columbia. Tho followingwill bo tlie order of the exercises:.

1. Kevellle; Music.
2. Address of welcome.
3. Music.
4. Oration by General Anson G. McCook.
6. Music.
6. licenation by Miss Story.
7. Speeches by distinguished guests.

THE TWENTIETH OV NOVEMBER.
Tho programme for the 20tli of November will be

announced at the oveuing mooting of the 19th lust,
and in the newspapers of the city. It will consist
of a business meeting at half-past nine o'clock
in tho morning, a trip to Mount Vernon by
steamer at elevou, a reception by tho President
at half-past seven P. M. and a promenade concert
and ball at ten. All officers of the army and navy
and marine corps are respectfully requested to attendall of tho ceremonies and meetings in full uniform.All members of the society committees sud
invited guests are requested to procure their appropriatebadges at the rooms of tho lieception Committee,Arlington Hotel, on Tuesday, the 18th inst.,
at noon, or as soon thereafter as practicable, that
they may be properly recognized. Citizens are requestedto decorate their houses snd illuminate on
the night of the 19th inst.

HEIR TO A MILLION.
rt>V fPL'T I?r»niT>tT HA Htrw nvDirn 1
I"* *«*j

Suyacukk, N. Y. Nov. 14. 1879. *

Mf*. Ann Harris, of tills city, a French lady and
the widow of an officer in the British army, has
fallen heir to $ 1.000,000. Thoestate is that of James
Mots, of Quebec, who was an nncle of Mrs. Harris.
Motz adopted Mrs. Harris at tho age of fourteen
years. The othur direct heirs are his two daughters.
One of them is in Loudon, England, tho other is
at Klngstou, Jamaica. Her husband is Colonel Be
Montmorency, ot the Boyal Engineers. Mr. Motr., a
week before his demise, had been in New York, and
had suffered from the extreme heat at that time
prevalent in the metropolis. On the way home to
Quebec he caught a severe cold, which developed
into broncnitis when he reached home. On Wednesday.the 24th. he was confined to the house tor the
first time, and on Tursday, at midnight, ho died.
Letters state that his silver plate alone was valued
at $40,000 and the furnitnro at $t<0.000. According
to a custom widespread in the Dominion Mr. Motz
never owned a residence, but lived in elegant
apartments. His property consists of immenselsw and general libraries and real
estate. He owned the toll bridge over St. Henry's
Bivcr. He was sixty-five years old and leaves a very
extensive legal practice. Mrs. Harris has a romantichistory. Her mother was twice married. Sho
was a French lady, but accepted as her second husbandan English officer. She died when Mrs. Harris
was an infant. Mrs. Harris also married an English
officer in tho Seventeenth regiment, foot; he died
suddenly thirteen years ago. she is now waiting tor
news from Jamaica announcing lier sister's depar
turo for Canada. When she receives this message
sho will at once repair to Quebec to look after her
share of the estate.

SALE OP THE MIDLAND EAILllOAD.

Middlxtowx, n. y., Nov. 14, 1879.
The New York and Oswego Midland ltatlroad, with

all ita property and franchises, was sold hero to-day
bv Kenneth G. White, under a decree of foreclosure
and aalu issued October 2, 1876. to a pure baaing committerof creditors. A special train from Jersey
City, oyer the New Jersey Midland road, arrived
here about noon to-day, bringing a number of capitalists.
Tbe bidding was prompt and the sale occupied

not over lit teen minutes. C. S. Jordan bid
J'J.UUU.OOU. A. (J. Mills, of tho Home, Ogdensburg
ami Watortown Hallroad. bid $2,5t)0.uuu. Mr. Jordan
tbeu bid $3.U00,0iAI. Kx-Mavor Opdyke, owner of
tbe Western extension cf the Midland, bid $ti,5U0.<XJ0.
Kr. Jordan bid Jl.UOO.OOO. Mr. Davenport, of Iticbmoud,Va., representing tbe Tredegar Iron Company,
made tbo last bid in opposition to tbe committee.$4,SUU,bOO. Mr. C. N. Jordau bid $4,000,000,
at wbtcu price, after a fow momenta' delay, tbe
property was struck down to htin.
Since tbe road bus been in the hands of the receiversIt baa earned an avurage surplus of $50,(XX) a

year, which naa been oxjieuded in betterments of the
road, the earnings of the road in 1878 wore $5fto,0OO
and tho expenses, exclusive of betterments, $5o6,UUU.

SALE OE A RAILROAD.

[BX TKLJVaitAPU to TDK UX.IU.IA>. ]
Pkojux, III., Nov. 14. 1879.

The l'noria. l'ekln and Jacksonville llailroad wee

old at Master ill Chancery's ealo to-day for $95d,UtXl.
It was bought by Solon Humphries, of New York,
iu the Interest of tbe Wabasli Itailroad.

BUSINESS TROUBLES.

M. S. lleyman k Sons, manufacturers of artificial
flowers and feathers, made en assignment yesterday
to William 8. Kalley. The failure caused considerablesurprise In the trade, as tbo firm was generally
considered wealthy and had a capital of upward of

four creditor*, a* follows:.George 11. Uchionstcin,
Frederick W. Oade, #1,700; Leo Ltpschlta,

I'j.uuu; Leitraohli brothers, #10,000. Tho liabilities
mount to about #100,000, a largo part of whlcli aro
duo In Kuropo. The assets consist of stock valuod
at from $#fi,000 to #40,000; book accounts, #10,iss); a

factory iu the ruur of thoir store, which coat #H,uuo,
and a long lease of tholr store premise*.
Hrown, Hell k Co., wholcsalo dealers In millinery

goods, tuada an assignment yesterday to ItaviU
Buchanan.

rn the Conrt of Common l'lcas there was filed
yesterday the schedules in tlm matter of tho aasignnnut of Isidor & Helm to Kdwurd Mtcigltlv.. Tho
liabilities aro stated at #J1K),7.U 74, nuiutusl aaaota
at #1111,041 Do, and real assets at #Uo,ftb4 4D.

THE (JEMTAL SYSTEM.

Mr. J. 11. Uerrick, chairman of Ills Committee on

Grain of tho l'roduco Kxrhange, Informed the grain
trade at tho last "call" yesterday that tho Hoard of
Managers hail Instructed hiiu to request tho "caller"
to "call" January options foi tho present In tractionsof one cent ami to leave out the decimal. Mr.
llerrick said that bo thought this plan would facilitatetho workings of tho Kxcliange, and lie begged
(he gram trade to give the traction business a trial.
8ui>sv<|iieiitly ouo boat load of 4.M0U centals of No.
2 red winter wheat (or January delivery was sold
at #'J 40,per (leutal (equal to $1 47 \ per buahel)
by JL>avul Kinghaiu to William llliighaiu i

SUPPLEMENT.

THE PILOT "SERVICE.
V

"

Meeting of the Conference Committee jI yon seduction of Charges.

NO AlxKEEMENT EJECTED.

Departure of the Hercules in De^^g
of the New Bylaw.
_____

In accordance with the recommendation of their
Commissioners the New York pilots have appointed
a committee to confer with merchant* and shipownersin regard to tho question of reducing the
fees ior pilotage. Its members are Messrs. Henry
Ilarbiusoft, Joslah Johnson. Walter Brewer and
Augustus Van I'elt. Tho merenan ta and shipping
men were notihed of this action on the part of the
pilots and the following committees were selected
to coufer with tho latterChamber of Commerce.
Messrs. (iustav Schwab, Joslah O. Ward and FranklinEdsou. Shipowners' Association.Messrs. HuncanIt. Norvell, John \V. Barker and Allston Wilson.
Maritime Exchange Association.James E. Ward,
Hubert li. Minturn, Timothy Haggett, William E.
Barnes and J. Ernest Miller. At two o'elock
yesterday afternoon those committees met
In the rooms of tho Chamber of Commerce
and Mr. Oustav Schwab was elected chairman
and Mr. Allston Wilson secretary. The chairmanexplained the object of the meeting and Bald
that the Chamber of Commerce Committee, of which
he was a member, wore not prepared to state what
reduction should be mode in the pilotage charges.
uui iusi> iui;jr ncic jjrwmuw iuuic mi iuiui iuaviuu

than anything else. Mr. iinrbtnsou, from tho Committeeof Pilots, ku.h1 that tlio latter woro willing to
submit to auy reasonable reduction lu tbelr charges,
and that their desire was to lighten the burden now

resting on shippers, and also to create a butter feelingbetween tho merchants and themselves, lie
stated that tho x>dots would like to know what reductionshipowneru, expected, and hoped tho latter
would not go to extremes in their demands.

llEl'UMW COMMEBCE.
Mr. J. Ernest Miller, of the Maritime Association

Committee, in speaking of the x>ilotage charges contendedthat American commerce was now and had
been on the decline for years; that from being the
second ana almost the-llrst among nations it is now

numbered the fourth or fifth. Ho oscribod as two of
tho causes for the decline government and Htato taxation,which, he said, was not levied direct on ships
but was caused by exorbitant pilotage charges and
wharfage fees. The speakor stated that the Pilot
laws were repealed iu 1815, aud claimed that from
that time until 1853 tho business was done
better than ever before. A remonstrance, he
said, was made over}- year against any change
in the pilotage system by nearly all the
underwriters and shipowners, but in 1853, by a
well executed manunvre, the pilots induced some
underwriters and shipowners to favor a law, ostensiblyin the interest of ships, leaving it optional to
employ x'ilots or not, and thoy obtained tbe passage
of this law in opposition to the usual remonstrance.Ho claimed that in 1854 the pilots bad the
law amended by inserting the obnoxious clause
which provided for compulsory pilotage. He said
that in 1H66, when cold was at 200 a 260, the inorchantsagreed to a<1vauce the pilotage rates about
twenty-live per cent, tho same to lam throe years,
but before the expiration of that time tho pilots
quietly had tho time extended until 1871, without
consulting the shipowners and in violation of the
expressed understanding, which was that the
old pilotage rates were to be resumed after
1808. The speaker stated that in 1873 the
pilots collected $858,duo in fees from vessels, and
he claimed that each boat in the service received for
tlist year $30,000. and each man from $4,OUO to
$6,000. He did not wish to undervalue tho services
of tho pilots, but they received a much larger salary
than some of the ablest seamen, who ran far more
risks. He then read the rates of pilotage for lnwurd
and onlward bound vessels in New York harbor,
and compared them with the ratos at llauiptou
lloads ami Yortctown and with those from the Capes
of Delaware to Philadelphia, showing that tho Sandy
Hook pilots received much more than their brothers
in the othor ports. It was a well known fact, he
oontunded, that a vessel which was not compelled
to como to New Yurk for her cargo always
went to another port. Ho contendod that If
pilots would chargo half pilotage for vessels in ballastthey would increase their tees, and if they coucludodto make a reduction in pilotage charges on
all vessels coming noro for orders they would have
at this i>ort the fleet that now goes to Baltlnxoro,
Philadelphia and other ports.

A PILOT'S ltKl'LY.
Mr. Harbinson, from the committee of pilots, expressedhis astonishment at tho remarks of the previousspeaker and the line of argument he had pursued.He supposed that tho different committees had

coinotoguthcr for the purpose of agreeing on a reductionof ptlotngecbarges, but instead he was met with a
set speech abusing the pilots, which he was not preparedat present to offset. It was sufficient for him
to say that tho pilotago system of Njw York was far
superior to that of any other port, and that tho
Sandy Hook pilots exceeded ail others in skill and
bravery, llo thought that the couterenco committeesshould coufltio themselves to tho question of a
reduction of pilotago charges. He wautod the shipownersand merchants to understand that if any reductionwere made it would bo by a voluntary act on
tho part of the pilots, and the latter should bo met
in that spirit.
Chairman Schwab stopped further discussion by

.II. <. S-nn. IS. I,-.. I. ..,l

shipowners If they had auv proposition to make as
to the reduced rotes of pilotage, but tlicy all unHwernliu tho negative, stating that they expected
the pilots to make an offer, which they were in
structed to report back to their different organizations.Mr. llarbinson, ou the part of the pilots,
Raul the proposition must como from tho merchants
and shipowners. The Chuiriu&u suggested that the
charges made in 1S64, which wero thirty-seven and a
half per cunt loss than at present, would, in l"s
opinion, bo right; but the pilots informed the meetingthat under no clrcuTURtauces would they consent
to such a reduction. Finally a motion was adopted
that a sub-committee of ono from the Chamber of
Commerce, Produce Exchange, Maritime Association,Shipowners' Association and Sandy llook
pilots be appointed to consider the qnostion and reportback their conclusion to the full meeting, and
that the Legislature be requested to paas a law ou
the subject.
The meeting then adjourned, subject to the call

of the aub-cuuuuitteu.

TUB NEW STEAM PILOT BOAT.WHY THE COMMIKalONKBSOBJECT TO HEB.A COMBINATION

OK PILOTS AND STEAMSHIP llEPEEHENTATIVES

ASSKliTED AND DENIED.
The actual departure on her first cruise of the new

atoam pilot boat Ilorcules, with five pilots on board,
in defiance of the last bylaw passod by the Pilot
Commissioners, naturally provoked a dual of discussionyesterday among those moat interested.
The boat is aald to be a good one, and certainly
looked trim and saucy euough yesterday as she
steaiuod out from pier No. 10 East liiver to warrant
the exportation that she will pick up a large sliaro of
tbo pilotage tecs. Sho Is two yoars old and waa

originally designed for a tugboat, being built ou the
usual model fortugs of her alzo. She ia 1UO feet
long, with 25 toot beam. From the copper ou

ber bottom to tbo wliilo paint on her spar
dock she Ins been completely overhauled and
refitted to meet tin- reqiurumenta of her new service,
being newly calked aud copper bottomed, while
her two iiiasiH have beuii newly stayed aud all made
tight and snug. There aro berths on board lor
twenty-live persons. The five pilots who have
lsu si sled in the plan, from which half a dozen
others needed lu obedience to tho now bylaw. aro
\V. U. Anderson. X'. 11. lluilier, U. Cisco, II. Mapc*
and U. Noble. They were formerly of ttio pilot
bout Widgcou, anil have placed the number of tho
Wiilgoou.No. 10.on the smokestack of tho now
boat in all tho glory of trosb paint.

ALL SU1KH CONVIIll'.NT.
What the Issue of tho conflict will bo it Is, of

course, impossible to say at prcnuut, but both tho
old and the new parlieecxprcHH thouiselvos oonlUlcut
of botug able to maintain the positions they havo
taken, and prolntbly tho courts will have to deculis
tho question lie lore either of theiu yield. There
arc two ways in which tho matter may como
before tho courts, mid it is not yet decidod in which
way tho Commissioners will set. Undoubtedly
as soon us oun of the ttve shall bring a vessel Into
port he will be summoned bctoru the Hoard, anil ou
proof of his offence Liu will be suspended or his
license will ho rovoked. If thou, without a license,
he shall pilot another vessel iu, the Commissioners
may either proceed against nim or against the owuersof the vossnl he pilots. If tho proceeding be
commenced sgainst tho pilot lie will be arrested ami
mi ultort made to indict liiui for pdollng a vessel
without a license. If the proceeding Is against the
vessel owners, as Is most likely to be tho case, especiallyIt tho vessel la a steamship, it will bo a civil
suit. In either case the authority of tho llonrd to
pass the bylaw forbtddiug the pilots from using
steamboats will havo to be traversed aud determined
by the courts.
The whole controversy, as Is well understood by

all the purtioa interested, arises from tho desire on
tho part ol shipowners, especially the steamship
companies, to obtain a reduction of the pllotaga
fees. It will bo remembered that the steamship
companies have endeavored to make an arrangement
by which they could employ ptiota on salary, but

3
wi pe unable to perfect it, although some of ti «
pilo(* wera willing to he so employed. It is now
asserted, by those of the pilot* »ho mtai'M the
Commissioners' action, that the llorcule* is the
property of the steamship cowpanic*, and that alt r
the lnou Khali have piloted the steamship* ih audo 11m:tedtheir full fee*, paying the Commissioners the
regulation two per cent, thoy then propoa* to refund
the larger portiou of the fee to the steamship oompaniea.They say also that the liereulos' pilot* w.ll
cruise about ttandjr Hook, close in shore, sharingnone of the danger of the ou shore cruising, au»f pickingout the steamship* alone tor their vessels, which
they will be able to do hy means of an understanding,alleged to have been established between Litem suiVthe steamship companies, ibis siatemeul of lli»
iaoe Is strenuously objected to by those who advocatethe now departure. They deny that there Is any
such understanding. and claim that tuny are
going out to proatecuto their regular business in the
regular way. departing from precedent only by tlia
uw <>f modern appliances of navigation. Theyjdicuto the opposition to their movement, styllnw
po^i? fogylsm. end declare that they will carry theirbeyond a doubt.
The Cfbc x<rr oM-osku ro sxrjijt.

speaking ofXj'l'1® Board of Pilot Commissioners,
did not by aii^P^t^er, said that the Commissioners
it. They, he saHJ"1 object to the uae of steam per
wore all thu pUotiiiwPfo sensible enough, and so
iU way. If half the |>TW'W tbat steam would rnuko
use steamboats it wjuihtthould ask authority to
siighest hesitation, liut tholLffiven without tha
pa? sed with apeulal retereuee tiNt, ho declared, was
cuius. She w a* the property of tiNsbout, the HurIpanics, and the uieu who cruised in Ihttuiship com- %into au illegal eombiuatiou with tad entered
panics, by which they would bo abl<>v corncurelor themselves one-third of the Vjjobusiue&sof piloting, for the fees tor pilolfw
steamships, lac said, ainouut to one-third of thrs.
gross pilotage of the port. It was true, he admitted, v

..

that the men denied the existence of any such combiuatiou,but he sain that the Commissioners had
pretty dehuite information on the point, and that
thu steamship companies' representatives had not
been as careful in talking on the subject us the men
themselves had been. Such a combination or understandinghe declared was illegal and was calculatedto break up the systonson which the piloting
business was done, besides working injustice to the
other pilots, of whom there are over one hundred
and seventy in the New York and New Jersey corps.

T11UHL0W WEED'S BIRTHDAY.

THE VkTEBXN JOUHNALXST COMPLETES III3

EIOHTT-SECOSD 1'EAIt.A CHAT ABOUT OLD

NJiW VOltS.BECALLING THE SCENES AND

PKIKNDS OP A LIFETIME.
Mr. Thurlow Weed is eighty-two years of ago to-

day, and wlicn the re-porter of tlio Ukiiald called on
hitn last evening to congratulate liim on the happy
clo.io of another year of hia long and eventful life
the veteran journalist looked to be in most excellent
health and spirits. Ho was sitting in his study in
hi* residence, No. l'J West Twelfth street, in a large
easy chair, and when the reporter was ushered in
was dictating a letter to a member of his family who
sat at his desk and wrote. In the large open fireplace
there blazed a fire of soft coal, and the lights and
shadows chased each other over the caliu face of the
old man and found a reflecting flash in the eyes that
wore not dimmed by eighty-two years of life, lio*
side him, resting under a window which opened on

l-'ifth avenue, was a cage, in which played two little
Brazilian monkeys that seemed to he great pets
with Mr. Weed, and who sat on a perch and

regarded his every motion with watchful interest..
"Yea," said Mr. Weed, "if I am spared until tomorrow1 will bo eighty-two years of ago, and I

must say I am very thankful indeed to have been
spared so long."
"The anniversary of yonr birth, Mr. Weed, must

bring up a worm or recouectiona 10 you, ana iaa

writer.
Yob," answered Mr. Weed, "tire approach ot aurh

an anniversary naturally occupies my thoughts. 16
is always interesting, and I suppose the interest increasesas the years pass away. I feel a deep sense

of gratitude for the goodness and mercy that have

protected mo so long in life and a deep gratitude for
so many blessing and morcies. 1 have been a very
fortunate man, very fortunate all through life, and ,
have had a very successful lit®" Here Mr. Weed
paused, and, leaning his head on his hand for a momentor two, appeared to be rapt in thought. Then
he resumed:."I was born of humble parents, they
were poor and worked hard, and I, being the eldest
child, fult at an early age that 1 ought to release my
lather from the burden of my support. I was

strongly impressed with this idea, and in my ninth
year 1 determined to be self-supporting. I went to
Catakill when nine years old and found employment
in a blacksmith shop, blowing striping*, as it was
called in those days. 1 was paid a shilling a day and
my board. Not very large wages, was it? After that
I found employment with a tavern keeper as a boy
of all work and used up the winter In that wuy. lu
the spring I wont aboard a sloop as cook and inada
my first voyage to New York from Catakill. This
was lu 1M07.a good while ago," continued Mr. Weed,
softly, while he passed his hand over his brow.

kajh.v amu1tion.
"At this time my greatest ambition was to beeoma

a printer. 1 longed for sn opportunity to get Into
an ufhcc, and when I got back to Catskili 1 saw a
piiinr.1 hwiimii an annrciiticn in the office of tha
liaimlrr published there by Mr. Crosswell. Just at
tlits time, however, my father moved to Cortland
county aud I was in (treat despair at the thought of
having to give ud my cherished ambition. We
moved to Onandaga Hollow and I obtained employmentwith the postmaster, who wanted a

boy to do general work about hi*
placo and take care of his horse and
garden. My only pay was to be some schooling,
and fur six mouths 1 went to school there, lly the
way, that was about all the schooling I ever had. To
my great joy a printing olhco moved there in 1311,
and I went immediately and asked the proprietor, a
Mr. Fuy. to take mo as an apprentice. He said I win
too green looking and turned me off. Then Mr.
Hopper, the l'ostiuaator. wont to him and interceded
for me and ho took me on. 1 worked with him tor
a year and a halt and thou my master had some
trouble and left suddenly. Home friends came to
mo aud said that on account of aomo legal advertisementsthey wanted the paper continued.if only a
half sheet.(or Ave or six weeks. Accordingly I
printed it. It was called the Lynx. It was worked
on a lluinage press, the same us Franklin worked on.
"In lsl'J 1 weut Into the army as a volunteer,

being too young to be a regular. I served three
campaigns in thst war, and worked at Utica. Herkimerand othur places at my trado during the intervals.
"1 saw the Arst steamboat. I saw It In 1307,

when it wcut up the river with Fulton. It was a
mult frightful Hiirht. There was tire, smoke and
sparks, and everybody agreed that it «u a moat
friglitlul looking sight. I was a passenger in the
first railroad oar over drawn by a locomotive engine
from Albany to Schenectady. Ho many events have
boon crowded Into the years 1 liavo lived.

HAIl RlCULLJilTlONjl.
"Among tho aad things in an old man's experience

ono of tho saddest is to iiud the circle of friends and
acquaintances growing smaller and smaller. I veut
to a funeral day before yesterday up hero at Fourteenthstroot and saw Mrs. Tilotsou laid away. K
few years ago 1 was dining with hor and her husband;now they are gone. Mr. Spofford, his partner.bothwell luiowu old tiino merchants.la gone,
too. Mr. and Mrs. It. M. Blatchford, intimate
friends of uilue, living right opimslto me, are gone.
Mr. and Mrs. Moses ii. Uriunoll are gone. Mr. J.
Hturgis, who used to live right opposite, is gono.
Mr. Kobcrt It. Miuturn, one of tho truest
and best tnon that ever lived, is gone.
My next doer neighbor, Mr. James Otis,
and Andrew Carrigau and Georgo U. Asplnwall.
all, all gone and all intimate friends of the past."
During tho recital of this list Mr. Weed's voice

grow lower and lower, aud ids voico waa fall of sadncss.lie continued, almost in a whisper."It is very
painful to see so many gono from just around my
own neighborhood.
"In 1H10 I worked In Seymour's printing office, at

V. Id 1..1... llm u.......

thu oldest of the Harpers. We UNtHi to go to the theatre
those days a good ileal. The only one of any
note was the 'Park,' on Park roar, between Ann and
llockman atrent*. They hail a apleuilid company
there, anil attracted the beat talent of tho wot Id.
1 saw there Cook, lukloton, the elder Kc&n, Mr. and
Mm. Barnes, l'lacldu. Ma} wood and a groat inauy
other eoletirateil actors and acIrosace. Tho price*
lined to be $1 In tho boxes, fifty cents in tho pit and »

twuuty-Ave ccnta lu tho gallery."
"Will you cclubrato to-iucrrow, Mr. Wood?"
"No. 1 have always heretofore done ao; bnt I am

subject to vortlgo ao much that 1 cannot stand any
oxcitemnut aud have to remain quiet. And another
rcaaon la that ao many ot my friends are gone that
It would he hard to find enough for a dinner party."

HIGHWAY ltOBBEKY.
Mra. Jennie Beach. of No. 1,310 Fifth avenne, yaatcrdayafternoon startod with her two chlldreu for a

walk In tlio l'ark. At tho corner of Uighty-sixth
atroot an Ul-dresaed man asked for alma. Mra.
lloach felt tu her poukutbook for a coin, but tho fellowsnatched tho book, which contained f'14, and
ran oil with It. Policeman Barney McKnroo purnuodand arrested linn in Lextugtou aveuitc,
near Ktghty-fourth street. The prisoner gave Ins
name as Henry Mcrteubach, nineteen years old, residingIn Hast fllxty-thinl struct, between First aud
Second avenue*, ami said he was a tin podlcr. lio
was taken to the Harlem Police Court and committedin ilotault of $1,300 hail for trial at thu GenoralitukluDH. The pocketboook waa recovered.

TILDES'S INCOME TAX.
The retnrn to the Supremo Court of the United

State* tu thecaaeof the United States against Samuel
J. Ttldeu hue been completed by United States ContmiastouorShield*. and waa aent to Washington last
night. Tlio record Includes 1?J pages of prtuteit
matter, and embraces all the prooeedtnga in the
matter slnoo the LnaUtuUan at the famous income

l taxauit.


